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PENNSYLVANIA ACADEMY OF SCIENCE
JOURNAL INFORMATION FOR AUTHORS

EDITORIAL POLICY AND FORMAT

The Journal of the Pennsylvania Academy of Science publishes
original papers, research notes, commentary, and review articlesin
the natural, physical, engineering, and social sciences. All papers
must discuss the relevance of the data presented and a clear inter-
pretation of its meaning in view of current knowledge of the disci-
pline concerned. Helpful references for the author are: (1) Day,
R.A. 1983. How to write a scientific paper. 2nd ed. | S| Press,
Philadelphia, xv + 181 pp.; (2) O'Connor, M. and F.P. Woodford.
1976. Writing scientific papersin English, Elsevier, Amsterdam, vii
+ 108 pp.; (3) MacGregor, A.J. 1979. Graphics simplified; and (4)
How to plan and prepare effective charts, graphs, illustrations, and
other visual aids, University of Toronto Press, Toronto, 1-64 pp.

Authors are requested to examine recent issues of the Journal in
order to conform to the general style of the journal. Papers are
accepted for consideration at any time. Submitted manuscripts are
accepted for review with the understanding that the same work has
not been published, copyrighted or submitted for publication else-
where, and that all persons cited as a personal communication have
consented to be cited. Additionally, submission of the manuscript
is arepresentation that all the authors for the said manuscript and
the ingtitution where the research was carried out have approved its
publication. Signed authorization will be required as appropriate.
Authors are hilled for page chargesto partialy defray the costs of
publishing. Page charges are mandatory.

Submit: (1) 4 copies of text, tables and illustrations (original
and 3 duplicates; copies on heavy dlick paper are not accept-
able), (2) disk with computer file(s), indicating the type of file(s)
saved to disk (Microsoft Word and text formats preferred), save
scans or graphic imagesin Tiff, EPS or JPEG format independent
of the text document (we cannot access images if they are imbed-
ded in the text file) and (3) names, addresses, and the profes-
sional area of expertise of 4 possible reviewers. The reviewers
must be outside the author's institution, possess a knowledge of
current research in the area of the study, and generally be profes-
sionally qualified to referee the paper. The peer reviewing process
isthe Editor's responsibility, and the reviewers are selected at the
discretion of the Editor.

All authors are requested to conform to the following:

1. General Format. All papers should be typed, double spaced,
and on good quality 8.5 x 11-inch (21.5 x 28 cm) bond paper, with
3 cm margins al around. Do not use single spacing anywhere
(including Literature Cited), and do not use erasable bond paper.
Normally, manuscripts will be organized as follows: (1) an unnum-
bered cover sheet with Title, Authors, their institutions and
addresses, and name, address, and tel ephone number of the author
to receive proof, (2) an unnumbered sheet with an Abstract, (3)
Introduction, (4) Materials and Methods, (5) Results, (6) Discus-
sion, (7) Acknowledgments, and (8) Literature Cited. All pages of
the text, Introduction through the Literature Cited, are to be num-
bered, and the names of authors should appear in the upper right-
hand corner of each page. The text should begin in the middle of
the first numbered page.

2. Headings. All headings arein CAPITAL letters and centered.

3. Title. Brief and to the point. It should inform the reader of the
subject of the paper.

4. Byline. Include author's name, name of institution, department,
address and zip code.

5. Abstract. A clear and concise paragraph summarizing the paper.
Normally, it will be in lieu of aformal summary section.

6. Introduction. The introduction should be concise and offer only
that information necessary to orient the reader to the purpose and
scope of the paper. It should state the reasons for the work and cite
only published literature relevant to the subject.

7. Materials and Methods. Describe materials, methods, and equip-
ment. Avoid repeating previously published details, unless modifi-
cations are extensive. The necessity of conciseness should not lead
to omission of important experimental details necessary for others
to repeat the work. When applicable, describe the experimental
design and justify its use.

8. Results and Discussion. The Results section is aclear and concise
account of the findings. Data should be presented in the most efficient
manner, either in text, tables, or illustrations. All tables and illustra-
tions must be referenced in the text. The Discussion section should
extend or contradict current published information on the subject.
Limit the discussion to the relevant subject and avoid speculation.

9. Acknowledgments. These should be as brief as possible.

10. Literature Cited and Footnotes. Except for title and author ref-
erence at the beginning of the paper, and superscript notation in
tables, do not use footnotes. Create separate Appendices or an End-
notes section if additional supplementary text material is required.
Place Endnotes section just before the Literature Cited section.
Number each endnote within the Endnote section using Arabic
numbers in the order in which they are referred to in the other sec-

tions of the manuscript. In other sections of the manuscript, place
endnotes reference numbers in parentheses, and use the text style
of type and not superscript. Place appendices after the Literature
Cited section. Include a Literature Cited section: list referencesin

alphabetical order by first author. Include only published refer-
ences cited in the manuscript; unpublished work normally will be
cited as personal communication (pers. comm.) in other sections of
the manuscript, e.g., JR. Hama (pers. comm.) or (J.R. Hama,
pers. comm.). List all authors and full citation in the Literature
Cited section. Use the most recent issue of the recognized abstract-
ing authority to determine the correct abbreviations of periodical

names (e.g., for biology use BIOSIS, Bioscience Information Ser-

vice, Philadelphia, PA). If in doubt do not abbreviate serial names.

Use the following format and style for the Literature Cited section:
Journal-Monmonier, M. 1987 Title J PaAcad. Sci. 62:73-77.

Book (Select pages)-Snedecor, G.W. and W.G_Cachran. 1976 Statis
tical Methods. The lowa State University Press. Ames, |A, 237-238.


http://M.1987.Title.J.Pa
http://M.1987.Title.J.Pa
http://W.G.Cochran.1976.Statis-
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Book (Complete work)-Snedecor, G.W. and W.G. Cochran. 1976.
Statistical Methods. The lowa State University Press. Ames, |A,
Xix + 593 pp.

In al but the Literature Cited section, cite all works by author
and year. For works by one or two authors, include names in each
citation, e.g., (Smith and Reif 1984), or, if authors names are used
in the text-Smith and Reif (1984); for works by three or more
authors, use et al. after the first author, e.g., (Gur et al. 1983), or, if
the authors' names are used in the text-Gur et al. (1983). Research
Notes with fewer than five references should be cited within the
other sections of the manuscript thereby eliminating the need for a
Literature Cited section. When references are cited within the text
of other sections, include authors by last name only, and do not use
et al in the citation, e.g., for ajournal article-(Genys, Harman and
Fuller 1984, Proc. Pa. Acad. Sci. 58:67-69), or, if authors are used
in the text-Genys, Harman and Fuller (1984, Proc. Pa. Acad. Sci.
58:67-69); for a book-(Snedecor and Cochran, 1976, Statistical
Methods, The lowa State University Press, Ames, 1A 237-238), or,
if authors are used in the text-Snedecor and Cochran (1976, The
lowa State University Press, Ames, |A, 237-238).

11. Research Notes. Papers submitted as short communications
with an abstract are classified as Research Notes. Research Notes
must contain the same basic quality of content and order of pre-
sentation as more substantial papers having content separated by
section. Citations must follow the same format as articles.

12. Tablesand Illustrations. Tables must have atitle, be numbered
in Arabic numerals, and be typed on separate sheets. Drawings and

graphs must be drawn in solid black ink on good quality white
bond paper. Photographs are to be good quality glossy prints with
high contrast. All illustrations must be numbered and lettered using
amechanical lettering device, pressure transfer letters or comput
er printer. Make lettering large enough to be legible if reduction is
necessary. Typewritten or dot matrix/computer lettering is not
acceptable for illustrations. Computer generated images or scans
should be saved as Tiff, EPS or JPEG files and may be supplied on
disk (standard floppy disk, Zip, Jazz or CD) with a good laser or
ink jet paper printout of the same. Author's name and figure num-
ber must be written on the back of each illustration; use a soft pen-
cil for identification. Type the legends for al illustrationsin con-
secutive order on a separate sheet.

13. Page Charges, Proofs and Reprints. Authors are charged per
printed page to help the Academy defray the costs of publication.
Page charges are mandatory. Galley proofs will be sent to authors
for checking; they must be returned to the Editor within a week
after receipt.

14. Editorial Policy. Every paper is reviewed by the Editor and
selected professional referees. Manuscripts will be returned or
rejected if considered unsuitable for publication.

15. Manuscripts and Correspondence. Address all inquiries
relating to publication in the Journal to the Editor: Shyamal K.
Majumdar, Department of Biology, L afayette College, Easton,
PA 18042. Phone: 610-330-5464; FAX 610-330-5705; e-mail:
Majumdas@I afayette edu

PAS Home Page

Web accessis provided as a service to the citizens of Pennsylvania by
The Department of Geology and Environmental Science of The University of Pittsburgh

Topics on the Web include:

About the Pennsylvania Academy of Science
Publications of the PAS (Journal, Books, Newsletter)

PAS Opportunities for High School and College Students

How to Become a Member of the PAS

PAS Upcoming Events and News Items
Web Sites of PAS-Related Activities

WW\W. pennsci.org

E-mail news items of interest to PAS members for inclusion in the PAS Newsdletter to:
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