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FOREWORD

In the summer of 1981, five Lafayette College faculty, supported by a Sloun
gew Liberal Aris grant. began meeting to plan an interdisciplinary senor L'U_I]u-
uium on health issues. In the group were professors of psychology, religion.
wonomics, engineering. and English (mysell). Until that point, [ had valued my
fiscipline and explored its connections with n[_h-:.r subjects in the 1'|.'1I'.'|‘|j1|].llh.'.‘~ a.uu.l
incial sciences but had not engaged in any sustained intellectual mn'-crm_mnf wl_lil
1y colleagues in the sciences or engineering, who, it turned out, ook pride in the
srarity of their own work and its connections with related sciences. We emerged
Tom ol summer meetings with a syllabus for a team-taught course that formally
peognized the relationships that we had all been inclined to treat as meidental.

For me, the centerpiece of the summer planning activities was & visittoa local
wospital, where, having viewed a powerful homemade film of a u:;.su-_'-..'r. VICHm 'S
et months of life, we were warmly welcomed by the Director of Crncal Care
md admitted to every comer of the hospital, including the intensive care unit.
Eighteen vears later, one of our team members serves on the ethics committee of
hat hl!?-if'l.iillL working closely with the same physician who showed such
wspitality then, grappling with the ethical guestions that each new situation
aresents not only to health care professionals but 1o all humanity,

| wais reminded of that summer planning team recently when 1 read an amazing
sk by # Lafayetie College graduate, now a neurosurgeon, called Judith’s Pavilion
Steerforth Press, 1997, The anthor, Mare Flitter, who spends his days drilling
ikulls @md carving people’s brains. ever so delicately, speaks candidly and
rompassionately about his failures, the judgment calls that didn’t work and the
sirgeries that should have, Seldom has the humanity of a physician been shown
in such sharp relief; though one would think those of this breed immune after
Mousands of encounters with the weight of death, they sl respond with
fumility and respect for lite.

Perhaps the medical profession most dramatically profiles the relationship
between science and ethics and the academy’s need to include ethics in the
turriculum of those who take the Hippocratic oath in the immensely complicated
world of modern health care. Yet health care professionals are by no means alone
in the need o respect both the disciplinary and personal codes of ethics that
inform their daily behavior, An historical look at a (ypical college faculty hand-
ook reveals that statements on academic freedom, as promulgated by the
American Association of University Professors some 30 years ago, and on
Plaginrism now share space with an inventory of policies and procedures that
have become the measare of expectation in the academic world. What faculty
tandbook today does not have a policy on sexual harussment, research fraud and
Misconduct, institutional animal care, research involving human subjects, patents
and copyrights, and equal employment? What dean of students these days is not
familiar with the Family Educational Rights and Privacy Act of 1974 and the
H'-tl.-.F«.[e} Amendment, grade appeals, alcohol and drug abuse, date rape, and Title
EX? And what student be idy or faculty does not have a statement ol zovernance,
feflecting the rights and responsibilities of the individuals in those collectives?
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